One appreciates that this is not meant to be a textbook of psychiatry as well as of organic neurology; but, on a general practitioner's daily round, the two subjects are often so inextricably mixed that, in a book with the title which this one carries, a better balance should perhaps be preserved between the two.
However, this excellent textbook on clinical neurology, which most general practitioners and students should own, is extremely valuable and is easy to read. It reflects so well the author's love of good English, his dislike of complicated nomenclature, his wit, sharp critical faculty, and his deep knowledge of his special subject. The only way this book could be improved might be to add a chapter which would help practitioners to manage more easily some of the lesser, but still troublesome, problems connected with the nervous system which they meet almost every day. March 1962, was devoted to mechanisms responsible for the late somatic effects of ionizing radiationparticularly those early biological changes (occurring within days of irradiation) which initiate the final appearance of cancer, leuk2emia and other sequelie. This volume records the papers and discussions of some thirty scientists who are well known for their work on various aspects of cellular biology.
Each of the six main topics is placed in perspective in an introductory paper by an authority of international repute. Thus the papers on leukiemogenesis, in its quantitative aspects by Mole and cytological aspects by Upton, on carcinogenesis (Glticksmann), on non-neoplastic late effects (Brinkman), on mechanisms of life-span shortening (Muller), and on the modificAtion of late radiation effects (Scott) are masterly presentations of difficult subjects. Specific contributions to the discussions have been published as individual short papers. In the final session Professor Z M Bacq led a general discussion of controversial topics such as intracellular recovery, vascular damage, and the selection of the best biological systems for carcinogenetic studies.
This well-produced volume records a wealth of work and ideas on cellular radiobiology. The orientation is almost entirely experimental and, except for leukwmogenesis, there is no attempt at any clinical extrapolation. The papers will therefore appeal mainly to those intimately concerned with experimental radiobiology: and the discussions reproduced (albeit edited) verbatim can have but a very esoteric interest.
ARTHUR JONES
The Etiology of Myocardial Infarction Henry Ford International Symposium, Detroit, November 1961 edited by Thomas N James MD FACP and John W Keyes MD FACP pp xxi +669 illustrated £6 lOs London: J & A Churchill 1963 This volume is a report of an international symposium held at the Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit in November 1961. The programme was divided into twelve major sections -Environment and Heredity (2), Myocardial Infarction and Necrosis (2), Vascular Factors in Coronary* Occlusion (2), Pathological Anatomy and Physiology of the Coronary Arteries, Pathological Physiology of the Myocardium, Systemic Factors affecting the Heart (2), and Coagulation (2). Sixty-four contributors from all over the world took part and summarized their own work in a series of short papers, each including a full list of references, while there is a verbatim report of the discussion which followed each communication. Each facet of the complex problem of the etiology of myocardial infarction is examined in detail and this published report of the symposium will serve as a convenient work of reference, summarizing as it does the world-wide research into a disease which is such a major cause of death.
The reader of a report such as this is faced with a mass of factual reporting of research with little critical comment; its value would have been increased had there been a final plenary session making an attempt to review the whole field and to consider the most profitable line of research in the light of all the work presented at the symposium.
GRAHAM HAYWAR1D
Diseases of the Digestive System by S C Truelove MA MD FRCP and P C Reynell MA DM FRCP pp viii+696 illustrated 84s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1963 Gastroenterology has been a relatively late starter in scientific development and this is reflected in the paucity of textbooks concerning this specialty. In fact this is only the second British textbook on the subject though two have since followed in quick succession. This is a very desirable state of affairs, first because it reflects the increasing interest in this subject which now attracts some of the best younger research workers; secondly, because its advances are being translated into clinical practice more quickly; and thirdly, because the different textbooks are written for different sections of the medical world. This book is meant primarily for the senior medical student and for young doctors and it has therefore been kept as readable as possible. It is an excellent comprehensive survey and equally suitable for the family doctor or consultant.
It is a book which should arouse the interest of the reader and this is particularly true of those sections which have been the subject of special study by the authors. Both peptic ulcer and colitis have been covered in a most interesting and practical way. The book is remarkably comprehensive; it includes liver and pancreatic diseases and gives a concise and up-to-date account of the common conditions.
If one had to make a criticism, it would be to note the relative lack of comment on the role of psychological factors in causing symptoms and aggravating disease. The management of anxiety states makes up an appreciable part of medical practice though this, admittedly, is not confined to the alimentary system.
The illustrations are well chosen and have reproduced well. The new edition of this now well-established and popular textbook is by over 100 pages longer than were the two earlier ones, the increase being due to the inclusion of more descriptive osteology and a number of new illustrations. There has also been much revision of the text, making for greater clarity. As before the approach has as its aim a presentation of the essential facts on which a sound knowledge of regional anatomy can be based. There is, however, much stressing of fundtion, especially in relation to muscles and joints. The applied significance of anatomical knowledge is also continuously indicated. As is demonstrated by its popularity with senior students, the objectives of the volume are certainly realized. The necessity of keeping the volume within reasonable bounds and its generally pedagogic aim, do, on occasions, give it a dogmatic tone. Thus the statement that 'the prostate is a male organ with no counterpart in the female' surely requires some amplification. That 'fewer than three pulmonary veins are almost unknown except in abortions' is not only incorrect but misses an opportunity to indicate the clinical importance of anomalous drainage of these vessels.
Again it is confusing to the student to be told that the testis projects through the peritoneum in the fcetus. And the blastocyst cavity is not the extraembryonic ccelom. Such small points, however, will doubtless gradually be cleared up in subsequent editions of Professor Last's book. That there will be more of them is bound to follow from the volume's popularity.
Many of the illustrations are excellent, but some do not do justice to the volume or the subject. The curious superimposition of a diagram of the triceps muscle on the arm of what purports to be Leda can doubtless be regarded as a jeu d'esprit; its omission would give satisfaction to any admirer of Leonardo. But one hopes Miss Dobson's short annotations on eponyms will always be retained, if only because they show that anatomy has a history and a literature.
J D BOYD
Anatomy in Surgery by Philip Thorek MD FACS FICS 2nded ppxxiv+904 illustrated £7 lOs London: Pitman 1963 Philadelphia: JBLippincott This is the second edition of a work written by an author who teaches both anatomy and clinical surgery. In the preface Dr Thorek states that the intention of his book is to narrow the gap between preclinical anatomical teaching and clinical surgery. His approach has, therefore, been selective and some anatomical detail has been omitted in order to emphasize the aspects most relevant to operative surgery. In the main the author has achieved his objective and in every section the lesson is pointed by an illustrated account of an appropriate surgical procedure. The text is clear and easier to read than most anatomical works. The illustrations, many of which are in colour, form one of the best features of this book. To the practising surgeon a good illustration is the best aide-memoire and this work excels in this respect.
'Anatomy in Surgery' will be read by those working for their-primary FRCS and it will provide a very useful addition to the surgeon's library. G W TAYLOR Intracranieller Druck und Cochlearfunktion by Dr med K W Hommerich pp 87 illustrated DM 22 Heidelberg: Dr Alfred Huthig Verlag 1963 This monograph describes investigations on 100 patients with tumours of the brain or of the acoustic nerve and also on dogs. Pistons were fitted into trephine openings, so that intracranial pressure and any changes in it could be measured.
Increase in intracranial pressure is not necessarily uniform, especially in the presence of spaceoccupying lesions, but varies in different parts of
